This short course on Process Tracing aims to give the participant an understanding of the foundations of Process Tracing methods. The promise of process-tracing as a methodological tool is that it enables the researcher to study more-or-less directly the causal mechanism (s) linking an independent variable (or set of variables) and an outcome, allowing us to open up the 'black box' of causality itself. Within political science methodology, Process Tracing is arguably the only method that allows us to study causal mechanisms, allowing us to understand how an X (or set of X's) produces Y instead of simply studying correlations and associations, and therefore is an '…invaluable method that should be included in every researcher's repertoire. ' (George and Bennett 2005:224).
underpins Process Tracing, namely the Bayesian logic that contrast it with both the frequentist/statistical and comparative logics of inference. The course then turns to the more practical, how-to aspects of Process Tracing, where we will work on translating an abstract theorized causal mechanism into a set of observable implications that can be empirically assessed. We will address the practical challenges relating to gathering and working with different types of evidence in Process Tracing scholarship. We focus upon archival material, elite interviews, and secondary historical sources. This includes questions such as how should we evaluate bias, what is a 'good' source, and how we deal with bias in secondary historical work.
Readings
Derek Beach and Rasmus Brun Pedersen (2013) Process Tracing: Foundations and Guidelines. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press.
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